Dear Friends,

Pets can be a treasured part of childhood.  Studies have shown that sharing a home with a pet can enhance a child’s self esteem and sense of security.  Children often find comfort in the unconditional love that pets offer.  Children who share in the responsibilities learn how to care for other living things and can develop empathy toward animals.  

When adding a new pet to your family, training your children is just as important as training the dog.  Especially key is modeling humane and respectful treatment of animals around your children. With dogs, this can be done by using positive dog training methods, avoiding the use of pain administering tools and emphasizing how animals learn and think.  Dog obedience classes, which utilize these methods will get everyone off on the right foot and paw. 

A furry addition to your family is likely to cause a lot of excitement.  But all the sights, sounds and smells of your home will be strange to your new companion.  The family and animal needs time to adjust.  Teaching your children to be well behaved and respectful toward animals should be part of this adjustment period.    Here are some tips on training the children:

· Instruct children not to bother an animal while they are eating, resting, sleeping or playing with certain toys or treats.  A dog or cat who is ill or has recently had surgery should also be left alone.

· Explain to children that they should never hit or yell at the animal. Adults need to be the animal’s disciplinarian. Teach children to give the command “No” when the animal does something he or she should not.

· Here’s a hard one – children under seven years of age should not be left alone with the dog.  A young child may challenge or injure the dog unintentionallySmall children do not recognize a warning (like a growl) when they see or hear one.  Establish rules for handling a pet properly.  .  Young children often stare intently into the dog’s eyes; in dog language staring equates to a threat.  Teach them to look at the top of the dog’s had instead.

· A young child should be instructed to only pet the animal when a parent or guardian is present. Always pet with a gentle touch.  Explain they need to approach the animal from the front, never surprise a dog or cat from the rear.

· Teach your child not to hug or kiss the dog.  This is one of the most common causes of dog bites near the face.  Many dogs and cats feel very uncomfortable being hugged.  Children often exert too much pressure during the hug causing fear in the dog.  Resist hugging or kissing the dog when your child is present so as not to model incorrect behavior. 

·  Get to know your own pet.  Know his or her limitations, what behaviors need work, what articles or areas around your home the animal may be possessive of and a pet’s tolerance levels for noise and activity.

· Don’t allow children to walk the dog until you know the animal can walk correctly on a leash and that the child can handle the animal.   Even a medium sized dog like a beagle can pull very strongly on a leash.  Also be aware of the possibility that other animals in your neighborhood might be roaming off leash.  Is your child able to handle an unfriendly encounter?

· Establish house rules for the dog – is he or she allowed on furniture, allowed to beg at the table, allowed a restricted number of treats a 
day? Establish what type of play is acceptable (no wrestling, straddling, riding or lying on the animals).  

· Make “No screaming or running around the animal” should be a firm rule.   Many dog will become excited around this behavior.  Also do not allow the children to follow or chase the dog, if the dog is retreating it is because he or she is choosing to get away.

· Take the time to explain to the children what kinds of common household things may cause harm to your pet – large amounts of chocolate, poultry or chicken bones,  antifreeze, medication for people, etc.  Also explain to children how important it is to pick up their toys.  Dogs often love to chew on children’s stuffed animals or plastic toys and some could cause harmful blockages.

· Teasing, pinching, and poking an animal is another big no no.  Dog bites often result when children try to get a reaction from dogs.  

· Opportunistic dogs may also take full advantage of “taking food from a baby”.  Supervise meal and snack times when the dog is around.

Preparing both your children and your new pet is essential.  Check out your local bookstore for a good book or call Byron at the Potter League.  Obedience training is also a great first step in training your dog. The Potter League has full host of classes for the general public.  All obedience classes are now being held at our new Dog Training Center at the Middletown Tradesman Center in Unit #19.  Call us at 846-8276 for more information.






Love, Bootsie

