Dear Friends,

“The noxious odors hit you in the face as soon as you walk through the door. The deafening noise created by hundreds of excited dogs assaults your ears. Dogs are spinning in circles, jumping and vaulting off their cage walls. Others hide with vacant, scared eyes in the back of their kennels, where they nurse and protect newborn puppies.”


So begins a story on the Humane Society of the United States’ website describing the conditions at a puppy mill in Buxton, Maine that was raided at the end of August.  A veterinarian tending to the dogs at the scene also described many as being malnourished, missing fur and evidencing disease. 

When I wrote about the evils of puppy mills in my May 12th  column and how the internet has enabled mills to market puppies outside of the pet store arena, I didn’t realize how close to home this subject would hit.


Last week we received an e-mail from our friends at the ASPCA in New York asking for trained shelter staff to help several animal shelters in Maine who have stepped up to the plate to care for the 250 plus dogs who are under the control of the State of Maine while 17 charges are pending against the owners of the puppy mill. 25 people are needed each day to care for the dogs. Many of the animals have mange, giardia, coccidia and ringworm and are being treated for these conditions. 


The staff of the Potter League didn’t think twice about volunteering their expertise.  Two staff members, Meghan Maloney and Kelly Radcliffe will go up next week.  Nicole Helger and Karen Ripa will assist the following week. They will have their work cut out for them.  


The job description read:  Work is typical shelter cleaning and animal care – with the added challenges of no drainage and poor ventilation.  All animals are undergoing treatment for a variety of parasitic, bacterial and viral conditions.  Shelter staff should be able to stand on concrete for long periods of time and lift up to 50 pounds.



This puppy mill used a variety of names and advertised their dogs primarily on the internet.  They sold a variety of breeds including French bulldogs, German shepherds, Brussels Griffons, mini Australian shepherds, American bull dogs and pugs.  Local authorities had received many complaints about the kennel.  Since the owners refused an annual inspection which is required by law, their license was pulled a year ago but they still continued to operate.


Here are some additional facts about puppy mills:

· Between 2 and 4 million puppy mill puppies are sold in the United States each year either through pet stores or the internet.

· Puppy mills operate in every state in the country.  The internet seems to have only increased their business.

· Dogs breed at puppy mills are far more likely to have genetic defects as well as severe heath and behavioral problems.

· Dogs kept for breeding at mills live horrible lives – being continued bred, living in squalid conditions year after year, enduring repeated confinement to a small cage or kennel only to be killed or abandoned when they are not longer productive.

· If you would like to learn more about the risks of internet puppy sales, visit our new recently updated website at potterleague.org and find a listing of my columns under the Dear Bootsie tab on the pet advise bar  - select Buying a Puppy on the Internet.

Love, Boostie

P.S. The Potter League is open during our normal business hours throughout construction at 87 Oliphant Lane.  We continue to adopt and receive animals at this location. 

