Dear Friends,


Things are really looking up for rats.  They have their own movie coming out at the end of this month and 2008 will be the Chinese year of the rat.  For those of you who like to stay on the cutting edge, have you considered a pet rat? 

Pet rats are affectionate, clean and intelligent.  Rat affectionados claim that rats bond to their human companions much the same way dogs do and with the right care can provide a comparable level of companionship.  Rats make playful and sensitive pets who will come when called by their names and can learn a large variety of tricks.  If you are considering a rat as a pet here are few things you will need to know:

· Rats are extremely social and very intelligent animals.  Rats need at least an hour of playtime and socialization outside their cage each day.  

· Rats thrive in the company of their own kind.  It is truly beneficial to keep two rats of the same sex instead of one solitary rat.  Rats enjoy grooming each other, curling up to sleep together and an occasional spat with each other. Kept in pairs, rats are happier, more confident and it really doesn’t require more work.

· Rats should always been kept indoors in a well ventilated space.  Since they will spend most of their time in a cage, find a cage that is as large as you possible to make their lives more interesting.  

· Wire cages make the best kind but avoid cages that have wire floors with a pan for droppings.  These floors can seriously injure a rat’s feet.  Wire cages do provide lots of ventilation and allow for climbing. By the way, a hamster cage would never be suitable for a pet rat. 

·  Consider purchasing a tall cage (a parrot or cockatiel cage) which will allow for extra climbing opportunities.  Since rats have excellent sense of hearing and of smell, get a cage that doesn’t interfere with the flow of interesting smells and sounds into their environment.  

· Equip the cage with a nesting box.  This will give your pet a place to hide, sleep and feel secure. Either purchase one or improvise with an empty cardboard box, a large clean empty jar or a small bucket placed on its side.  Commercial Bedding such as Eco-Bedding and CareFRESH will make the nesting box cozy and comfortable.

· Turn the cage into a playground with ropes, ladders, tree branches, shelves, ropes, hammocks and flowerpots.  Many of these items can be hung on the side of the cage to allow plenty of room for running and playing. 
· Other items of interest to include in your rat’s environment are concrete blocks – a toy which will keep their toe nails short.  Exercise wheels are a must.  Wheels should be large enough, at least 11" across, as to not injure a rat's back while running on it.  Wire wheels can also cause injury to legs or tails. Solid plastic or metal wheels tend to work best.  Look for Wodent Wheel which come in a senior size for normal size rats and a wobust size for large rats.

· Do not use pine and cedar shavings, sawdust or any aromatic oil treated shavings for use as litter or bedding.  Litter needs to be changed regularly.  Hardwood shavings are the best, such as aspen. Other acceptable litters are paper products such as Bio-Flush, Good Mews, Ferret Litter and Yesterday’s News. Rabbit food pellets are another alternative. 
· Female rats tend to be smaller and considerably more active than males and have softer fur. Males seem to enjoy sitting on laps and having theirs heads scratched.
· Use a water bottle and fill with clean, fresh water daily.  Pet stores offer food especially formulated for rats. Rats also enjoy small quantities of fruits and vegetables especially banana, avocado, and fresh greens.  Treats such as dog biscuits can be offered.  

· Here are several websites for additional information on rats:  www.petrats.org or www.rmca.org or www.ratfanclub.org
· The Potter League has several wonderful rats available for adoption. Check out our website or visit the shelter soon.  
Love, Bootsie

P.S. The Potter League for Animals is at Booth #36 at the Preservation Society’s Flower Show at Rosecliff.  Stop by today or tomorrow to learn more about our adoptable animals and exciting new projects, buy a Potter League hat or some great animal jewelry and notecards.

