Dear Readers,


Lost! This is one of the most frightening words in a pet owner's vocabulary for both the owner and the pet. Believe me, I know. I came to the League as a stray and was never found by my original owners. While being the Potter mascot has given me a new lease on life, most lost pets are not so fortunate. 


We all know that pet owners are usually careful about allowing their pets to stray, but the fact is, accidents happen. Here are some measures to prevent this traumatic event from happening to you and your beloved animal.

1. Be sure your pet wears tags with identification. The Potter League offers free ID tags for any dog or cat. You are welcome to come in and pick one up. Current rabies tags and city license tags are also important because your dogs and cats must be inoculated against rabies and your dogs must be licensed in the town where you reside. A recent study by a team of veterinarians and researchers in Ohio determined that the chances of making the family whole again improve if owners make sure their pets are wearing identification tags and if they call or visit a local animal agency soon after the pets are lost.

2. Have your pet microchipped, especially if you own one of those pesky pets that won't wear a collar. This permanent form of ID is a small magnetic device coded with an ID number unique to your animal. The chip is inserted beneath your pet's skin between his or her shoulder blades by a veterinarian.  Animal control officers, veterinarians, and the Potter League have scanners to read microchips. The microchip will also insure that you are the owner of a specific animal if he/she has been stolen and will better allow you to identify your animal.  Cats owners might find this especially appealing.  I have seen many Bootsie look a likes at the shelter and if you put us side by side, even the staff couldn’t tell us apart.

3. Take a photograph of your beloved pet NOW. It's so helpful to be able to show other people exactly what your pet looks like. Good, clear photographs can be scanned at the Potter League for our lost reports and you can use them for flyers to post in your neighborhood. 

4. If you haven't already done so, spay or neuter your pets. This will help to diminish the wandering instinct in your pet.

5. It's against the law to let dogs roam unsupervised. Cats live longer, healthier lives if they are indoor-only. So, keeping animals confined helps protect them from getting lost, ensures a safer, longer life and keeps you in compliance with the law. 

6. Do not let your pets outside unattended after dark, even in your own yard. There are predators on this island. Need I say more?

7. If you discover your animal is missing, call the Potter League at 846-8276 and the animal control officer at your local police station immediately. Information we receive is entered into our lost and found database. Stray animals are held for seven days to allow owners to claim them. Owners will be charged a boarding fee for each day their animals are with us. After seven days, the animal begins the process of being evaluated for adoption. Do not delay in letting us know you've lost your pet.  I always say if your pet doesn’t show up a meal, consider them missing.

8. Please come by the League and check our animals if you do not find yours within a day (87 Oliphant Lane, Middletown). While we try to match lost information with stray animals as they arrive at the League, your pet may not be easily recognizable by us. Our website also contains a listing of all stray animals. Keep checking with us, we are here to help you.

9. Let it be known in the neighborhood that your animal is missing. Ask neighbors and mail delivery persons. Check sheds and basements up and down your street. Cats usually stay close to home but if they are surprised, chased, or injured, they might find a hiding place nearby, so search carefully. Post flyers in the vicinity. Run a lost ad in the newspaper but don’t offer rewards.

10. If you leave your animal with a pet sitter, friend or family member please provide detailed information with that person. Write out a description with the age, color, breed, markings, and correct spelling of the animal's name and include a photograph.  Non-owners can have a difficult time providing the correct details about missing animals.

11. If you find a stray, call the Potter League with a description. When animals have tags, we can usually assist you in finding the owner. We match our lost reports with found reports by checking descriptions and locations.  If you are comfortable handling the animal, residents of Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth may bring strays to the shelter. If you cannot bring an animal in or feel in danger approaching an animal, please call the animal control officer or police department.  They have 24 hour access to our building. 

The Potter League logged 600 lost and found reports in 2006. We keep reports active for two months. And remember if you have filed a report with us, once you find your pet, please call us and let us know so we can keep our records up to date. 

Love, Boots

P.S.  We are still collecting People and Pet recipes for a Potter League Cookbook. Our deadline for recipes if February 1st. Check out the website www.potterleague.org for more details or call Pat at 846-8276.

