 Dear Readers,


Now is the time of year when many people begin planning spring projects. Once started, the family dog or cat will certainly notice any changes in their environment and will probably be the first on the scene to investigate.   According to the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center, there are many hidden dangers for your pets when homeowners embark on “do it yourself” projects.


It is best to keep any pets out of areas where home improvements are taking place.  Be sure to read the labels of the products you are using and store them in a safe place – away from children and pets.  If you anticipate potential exposure to hazardous substances, consider boarding your pet or have them spend the day with a friend or relative.  Below are some common products and items, which might cause illness or injury:


Water based, latex paint carries relatively low risk of being toxic but could cause some stomach irritation if ingested.  Certain paints used by artists and specialty paints are potentially more harmful because of their high metal content – although they would have to be ingested in large enough quantities.  


Perhaps the more common problem is when paint thinner or strong solvents are used to remove paint from the dog or cat’s fur.  This could cause a chemical burn.  Instead use a mild pet shampoo or liquid dishwashing detergent.  Have your veterinarian or groomer remove large amounts of fur embedded with paint by clipping or shaving your pet.


Certain glues used in construction can cause significant stomach irritation if ingested before or after application.  Of particular concern are glues that expand and can result in a gastrointestinal blockage, which could be life threatening. 


Extra caution should be taken with the use of paint thinners, mineral spirits and other solvents.  Not only do they cause severe irritation to skin, eyes, mouth and GI tract but inhaling can cause pneumonia. 


Older homes often contain surfaces painted with lead based paints.  Pets might ingest paint chips or breath in lead dust from sanding resulting in stomach upset, behavioral or nervous system problems. Other household sources of lead include plumbing parts, putty, rug pads and linoleum.  


Mold causes health problems for pets as well – symptoms include stomach upset, heart problems and seizures.  And it is often found in hard to check places – under carpeting, behind walls and in heating or cooling ducts.


Care should always be taken with tools and equipment.  Nails, tacks, staples, screws, insulation, electrical power cords and power tools all hold a risk of physical injury.  Animals are often curious and will explore anything new within their reach.  If you think your animal has been exposed to a harmful substance follow this advice:

· Remain calm.  Respond quickly and stay cool; this will help your animal. If your pet is having seizures, losing consciousness, is unconscious or having difficulty breathing, seek immediate treatment by contacting your veterinarian or a 24-hour emergency animal hospital.  Don’t hesitate to call your veterinarian if you suspect possible poisoning – even if your pet seems ok.  The adverse effects might not be felt for hours or even days after the incident.

· Take the time to collect a sample of the substance or material involved and bring the container of  the product ingested or inhaled if available.  If your animal vomited, bring a sample of the vomit in a seal able plastic bag.  All of these things could be of benefit to the veterinarian.  

· The ASPCA has a Poison Control Hotline.  The number is 888 426-4435 and there is a fee for this service.  If you call, have information on the species, breed, age, sex, and weight of the animals involved.  Be prepared to describe the animal’s symptoms and any information regarding the exposure, quantity involved and time elapsed.  

There are many other potential hazards in your home.  I just received an e-mail this week about a dog hospitalized after eating a half a canister of raisins.  Other common foods that can cause gastrointestinal distress for pets include grapes, onions, avocado, coffee, chocolate, garlic, yeast dough, and products sweetened with xylitol.

Prevention will save your worry, heartache and money! For more information on a poison safe home visit www.apcc.aspca.org

Love, Bootsie

