Dear Bootsie

I was recently introduced to a website that I thought the Potter League may be interested in.  It is www.dogsindanger.com and is a site in which animal shelters can register and list dogs that are on "death row" so to speak and will be euthanized within a few days.  Is this a site the Potter League could use?







Helpful Harry

Dear Helpful Harry,

Thanks for the information. I had never heard of this website.  Fortunately, The Potter League neither has to euthanize animals because of a lack of space nor set a time limit on how long they may stay with - thus we don't have a death row.  

The Potter League actually has one of the highest "save" rates in the country.  91% of our animals are either surrendered or stray animals we adopt out or are lost animals that we safely return to their owners. Many of animals are with us for several months before we finally make the right match for them.  When we do have to make that difficult decision to euthanize an animal - it is because of either a very serious illness/injury or an immensely severe behavior problem.
We adopt out all our “healthy” animals.  Our definition of healthy follows a national standard that includes both the behavioral and physical health of the animal.    Our “treatable” animals go through training programs where we are able to improve their behavior or if health is an issue, we provide necessary medical treatments.  Programs that rehabilitate our animals ensure that their placements are much more likely to be successful.  

When space allows, we are able to assist other shelters whose adoption rates are low.  We work with several local shelters in Rhode Island and southeastern Massachusetts, with a sister shelter in North Carolina and as a destination shelter for the PetSmart Pet Waggin’ program to receive animals from shelters with high euthanasia rates. 
 
Thank you for directing us to this potential opportunity, although it isn't quite the right fit for us - we really appreciate your taking the time to bring it to our attention.
 






Love, Bootsie

Dear Bootsie,


After the brouhaha over Mutts and Moms and Ellen DeGeneres, I was wondering what the Potter League’s pet return policy is? 







Just Curious

Dear Just Curious,


The Potter League does have an adoption contract and we do request that if an adopter can no longer keep a pet, they return it to us.  The Potter League makes follow up calls to all our adopters to inquire how the animals are adjusting to their new homes and offers advise if needed.  In practice, when we have had adopters who rehome animals themselves, we request the names and phone numbers of the new families.  We then correct our records and contact them to offer our support if they should have any problems and let them know we will accept the animals back if things are not working out. 


The staff and volunteers invest a great deal emotionally in each animal who comes our way. The Potter League feels a responsibility for all our adopted animals and we will always take them back. Our behavior department works with adopters who may be experiencing difficulty.  All dog adopters can attend our special adopter obedience classes at any time during the dog’s lifetime.   If an adoption does not work out, adopters shouldn’t fear that they will be penalized nor that the animal will. We will access the situation and attempt to make a more appropriate match the next time.  


The Potter League’s commitment to our animals and our adopters does not end when the contract is signed. We are here to help make the transition from shelter to home as smooth as possible and to solve problems so the animals are not returned to us. It is our hope that people continue to realize adopting from a shelter can be a very rewarding experience.








Love, Bootsie

 

