Dear Friends,


This time of year, animal shelters are just teeming with animals.  Today the Potter League has 115 animals (cats, dogs, birds, guinea pigs, rats, hamsters, rabbits and gerbils) in the building with another 32 out in our foster care program.  Summer is a great time to adopt – the weather is good for walking dogs and the children are home with more time to enjoy the companionship of a new kitty or small mammal.  There are lots of reasons to adopt from your local shelter but here are my top five:

· Be a Hero, Save a Life

Animals often wind up at animal shelters because of circumstances beyond their control.  The top reasons for giving up animals according to one study were 1) Moving 2) Landlord wouldn’t allow 3) too many animals in the household 4) High cost of pet ownership and 5) Owner had personal problems.  It is a huge misconception that animals wind up in shelters because they were abused or are defective.

Shelters have wonderful animals who miss the comfort and security they were used to. Going from a home to a shelter is a very traumatic experience for most animals.  Be a hero – by adopting animals from shelters you are giving them the loving, permanent homes they deserve.

· They’re Vet Checked

The animals at the Potter League have all been examined by a veterinarian and are up to date on vaccinations appropriate for their age.  Dogs, cats and rabbits are spayed or neutered before leaving the shelter.  Dogs and cats also receive flea preventatives.  In many cases, other medical procedures such as dentistry or heartworm treatments are performed before adoption.  

· It’s a Bargain

Adopting from a shelter is far less expensive than purchasing from a pet shop or breeder. Potter League adoptions come with all kinds of perks – a bag of free food, a free dvd, pet tags, a packet of information and more.  All puppy adopters receive a 4 week obedience training class.  Anyone adopting a dog can attend free Shelter Dog Classes for the life of your dog.  And if you add up the cost of what a “Free” kitten needs – vaccinations, spay/neuter, flea preventatives, collar, tag, etc –adopting is actually cheaper than free. 

· You’ll Feel Good

Sharing your home with a companion animal can truly enrich your life.  Pets just make you smile and give humans a sense of purpose and fulfillment.  Just knowing that the Potter League’s staff is there to assist with any problems – should they occur - is a huge relief.  Expert advice is only a phone call or e-mail away.  Our staff knows our animals and will be upfront about potential issues you may experience during the transition to a new home. Dogs and cats receive behavioral screenings to aide us in making the best placement possible.  The refrain we often hear is “The best pet I ever got was from the Potter League!”

· You’ll Help Stop Puppy Mills

Animal shelters are non-profit organizations that do not make money from the adoption of animals. The cost of services and treatments far exceeds our adoption fees.  Dogs purchased from pet shops or mass breeders (either in stores, kennels or via the internet) were born and raised in puppy mills where they live under horrific conditions.  Breeding pairs are kept in small cages in unhygienic settings receiving little medical care and no human companionship. The offspring are bred with little regard for their physical or behavioral health. And although puppy mill puppies can cost well over a thousand dollars, there is no guarantee of a healthy or happy companion. 

· Oh and here is my bonus reason for adopting from a shelter – If you adopt from a shelter, you qualify for a free Proud 2 Adopt™ Care Package which includes a t-shirt, gifts, and Hills Science Diet coupon by sending a copy (not the original) of you adoption agreement along with your name, address and phone number to The Humane Society of the U.S., Proud 2 Adopt™ Care Package, 2100 L Street NW, Washington, DC 20037.

Love, Bootsie

P.S.  We are open today from 10 to 4 and Sunday from Noon to 3 for your adopting pleasure!

