Dear Bootsie,

     
With Easter just a week away, I am searching for the perfect bunny rabbit.  Where would you start looking?

Signed, Bunny Hunter

Dear Bunny Hunter,     

Every year, thousands of baby bunnies are purchased as Easter gifts, often for children.  Within a few weeks, the children and the parents have tired of caring for them and the rabbits suddenly find themselves homeless.  Some of these domestic rabbits are abandoned into the outdoors.  Ill-equipped to care for themselves, they die of exposure, predation from wild animals or starvation.  Some are plopped into outdoor hutches where they live alone and virtually forgotten for the rest of their lives.   The rest are dropped off at animal shelters or rescue organizations.

Three years ago, to address this trend, the Columbus (Ohio) House Rabbit Society launched their “Make Mine Chocolate ™” Campaign.  The goal of this annual campaign is “to break the cycle of acquisition and relinquishment by educating the public about the responsibilities involved in keeping a companion rabbit before a rabbit is brought home.”

For the year 2007, Make Mine Chocolate ™ has partnered with the National Confectioners Association (NCA), the major trade association representing the nation’s confection industry.  Together they are spreading the word that rabbits are not disposable holiday gifts.  Social, intelligent and playful individuals, they are meant to be pets for life.  To that end, the NCA has sponsored a “Battle of the Bunnies” campaign and has posted the results from their nationwide survey on their website.  The survey shows that 82% of Americans choose chocolate or candy bunnies as their favorite Easter gift.  The main reason given for this choice is simple: chocolate bunnies never require feeding or clean up.  Of those polled, only 4% stated that a live bunny would make an appropriate Easter present.

And when it comes to rabbits, who knows better than the Easter Bunny?  Well, Peter C. Tail, the big guy himself, has sent a letter to the NCA listing his top ten reasons for preferring chocolate bunnies over furry bunnies, as Easter gifts.  Look for his letter at: www.candyusa.org/Holidays/Easter/bunny_letter.asp.  Alongside the letter, Peter has also listed lots of silly facts about chocolate.  For instance, did you know that 76% of all chocolate bunnies are eaten ears first?  I personally prefer to nibble on the toes. On the NCA website, you will also find recipes for delectable goodies such as Double Chocolate Chunk Muffins, Bunny Cake and my personal favorite, Candy Mice!  Mee-yum!  There are also candy-related puzzles, fun family crafts and a Guide to Nutrition and Activity.  

Still thinking about adopting a rabbit?  Make Mine Chocolate ™ offers some entertaining and educational interactive bunny pages.  Go to www.makeminechocolate.org and click on “Interactive Bun.”  Take a quiz (loaded with lots of great rabbit photos) and find out if you have what it takes to become a bunny parent.  After the quiz, Professor Rabbit will teach you how to care for his young bunny friend, Watson.  Also available on the website are T-shirts, mugs, tote bags and more, all with the attractive Make Mine Chocolate ™ logo.

Perhaps you are interested in supporting an award-winning local rabbit rescue organization?  Sweet Binks Rabbit Rescue is New England’s only State-Licensed Rabbit Shelter. In addition, it serves as the Rhode Island Chapter of the nationally known House Rabbit Society.  Sweet Binks works with Rhode Island animal shelters to find new homes for many of their relinquished rabbits. In the past six years, they have placed over 700 rabbits into permanent new homes.  To help Sweet Binks Rabbit Rescue, the Potter League is selling their adorable “Save an Easter Bunny” stickers for $1.00 a piece.  All proceeds go back to the bunnies at Sweet Binks Rabbit Rescue.  To learn more about this great shelter, check out their website at: www.sweetbinks.org.  There, you will find loads of information on domestic rabbit care, what to do if you find a wild baby bunny and lots of great photos and success stories.  While there, be sure to click on “What’s New” and the “Miscellaneous Page” for some fabulous gifts and many wonderful bunny-related links.

Love,   Bootsie

p.s.  The Potter League Pet Loss Support Group provides supportive help for those who have been touched by the loss of a pet, those anticipating such a loss, and those dealing with the decision of euthanasia.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, March 31st at 10:00 am.  For more information, please call us at 846-8276.  

