Dear Friends,


I have Trouble on my mind this week.  Perhaps you don’t have twelve million dollars to ensure that your pet will continue to live a pampered life in the event of your demise, but that doesn’t have to stop you from taking steps to make sure your pet or pets will be well cared for if you die first or become disabled. 


Rhode Island is one of 31 states that have a Pet Trust Law.  This is a relatively new law, which was enacted in 2005 and your lawyer may not be familiar with it.  It can be found under the general laws of Rhode Island, 1956,  § 4-23-1.  


A pet trust is a legally sanctioned document that allows pet owners to arrange for the on going care of one or more pets in the event the owner or settlor is disabled or dies.  The settlor creates the trust to take effect during his or her life if he or she becomes disabled or upon the settlor’s death. The trustee will hold property (such as cash) in trust to be paid out on regular intervals to the designated caregiver for the animal or animals.


It is in your best interest and that of your animal that you consult with an attorney to draw up a Pet Trust.  And since Rhode Island law views animals as personal property, your will should also make reference to the trust and the designated caregiver. 


Pet Trusts can be set up with very specific information about the care of a pet. For example, you can state under what circumstances your animal should be brought to a veterinarian.  Here is some information that you will want to be sure to include:

· The name and address of a trustee and a successor trustee

· The name and address of a caregiver and a successor caregiver

· A detailed description of the standard of care you would like to see maintained for your pet such as nutritional needs, health issues that need to be monitored, preventative medications, daily habits, favorite activities, etc.

· Expectations for regular veterinary check-ups

· A determination of a reasonable amount of cash or assets, which will be needed to adequately cover expenses for your pet.  Consider instructions on how these funds should be distributed to the caregiver. 

· A determination of a reasonable amount of cash or assets to cover the cost of administering the trust.  This would cover the fees of the trustee and any possible attorney fees.

· Select a beneficiary in the event there are remaining funds in the trust after your pet dies.

· Provide instructions for the final disposition of your animal’s remains through either burial or cremation.

· In order to prevent fraud, make sure that you are able to provide clear identification of your animals.  Microchipping is an excellent form of identity, good photographs that clearly show any distinguishing features, and copies of paperwork from a breeder or shelter should be provided to your legal advisor.  If you absolutely want peace of mind, get a DNA sample from your pet. 

Pet trusts allow you to adequately plan for your pet should he or she survive you.  It also brings the commitment of the intended caregiver to a new level.  A friend or family member may be more willing to take on the responsibility knowing that funding is in place and your intentions are clearly mapped out for the level of care you desire. After plans have been drawn up, leave a copy with the executors of the estate as well as the designated trustee and caregiver. 

The advantage of a Pet Trust in an estate plan is the ability to take immediate effect.  There is no need to probate or be recognized by a court, which may be the situation with a will. A will also only takes effect upon death; a Pet Trust can allow a caregiver to be put in place if you become incapacitated. 

You don’t have to be a millionaire to make preparations for your pet’s survivorship.  If you would like a free packet of information on this subject, please contact Pat Heller at 846-0592 or path@potterleague.org





Love, Bootsie

