Dear Bootsie,


Our house sits on the edge of small woods.  We enjoy watching the wildlife come and go, but every spring, some critter makes a den in our yard or munches on our plantings.  We’ve even had squirrels in our chimney.  How can we secure the boundaries between their property and ours?

Signed,  Nature Lover

Dear Nature Lover,


Living peaceably with wildlife can be challenging but not impossible.  Here are some common problems and the humane solutions developed by the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS).  They make use of common household items:

Problem: Dog sprayed by a skunk.

Solution:  Mix together 1 quart hydrogen peroxide, ¼ cup baking soda and 1 tsp. liquid dishwashing soap.  Apply liberally to dog’s fur, keeping away from his eyes.  After 5 minutes,  rinse the dog thoroughly.  Side effect: this solution may give dark fur a “highlighted” effect.

Problem: Unwanted wildlife in yard (woodpeckers, woodchucks, geese, etc).
Solution: Shiny Mylar party balloons with a “face” featuring big eyes, creates a predator image, keeping wild animals away from unwanted areas.  Hang from windows, downspouts, tie to garden posts.  Note: geese may be only temporarily fooled by these inanimate “predators.”

Problem: Raccoons on patio or deck.

Solution: Remove any potential food attractant such as pet kibble or bird seed.  If animals continue to come, place a radio at the site, playing loud music for several minutes at a time, until they move on.

Problem: Sparrows, pigeons, etc. landing on porch/balcony railings.

Solution: Secure a slinky toy to the railing, stretched with an inch between spirals to deter the birds from landing or nesting there.

Problem: Woodchucks in the garden.

Solution: Put up a simple L-shaped chicken wire fence – the two tricks are: 1) run the bottom part 12 inches outward, parallel to the ground, secured with landscaping staples, creating a “false bottom” that he cannot dig under: 2) make sure the vertical part is not too taut – if it wobbles, the woodchuck will be discouraged from trying to climb it.

Problem: Birds flying into windows.

Solution: Cut aluminum foil into one foot squares and tape them to the windows. This will deter birds from attempting to fly through them.  Alternately, cut pieces of dark paper into silhouettes of a flying predatory bird (such as a hawk) and attach them in the same way.

Problem: Deer munching on shrubs and flowers.

Solution: Try this recipe: In a quart container, mix 4 eggs, 2 ounces of red pepper sauce and 2 ounces minced garlic (fresh). Add enough water to fill the container.  Strain and apply to shrubs and plants with a spray bottle. Reapply every few days.  This can also deter rabbits from vegetable gardens.

Problem: Skunk stuck in window well.

Solution: Approaching the well at an angle out of the animal’s site, place a rough or a cleated board at a 45 degree slant in the well, giving him a means of escape (move away until he has exited.)  Alternately, place a chunk of strong smelling cheese inside a small garbage can.  Put in on its side in the well.  When the skunk goes inside to retrieve the cheese, drop the cover onto the can and lift it out, carrying it to the nearest wooded spot.  Place it on its side again, facing the woods and remove the cover, allowing the skunk to exit.  Then cap the window well with a commercially-made cover.

Problem: Squirrels in the attic.
Solution: Placing an inexpensive strobe light in the attic will encourage squirrel moms to move their babies to a more peaceful location.  Once you are sure all have vacated, cover the entrance holes to prevent a reoccurrence.

Problem: Raccoons or squirrels in the chimney. 
Solution: Place a radio and a bowl of ammonia in the fireplace at dusk to convince mommy raccoon to move the kids to a quieter den.  If a squirrel is trapped in your chimney, drop a long, ¾ inch rope down the chimney, draping it over the side of the house.  The squirrels will gladly climb out.  Once they have left, install a chimney cap.


For further humane solutions to problems concerning wildlife, look for these great books at websites such as alibris.com or barnesandnoble.com: 

Living with Wildlife, by Diana Landau and Shelley Stump. The California Center for Wildlife.  Sierra Club Books, 1994.

Outwitting Critters: A Humane Guide for Confronting Devious Animals and Winning, by Bill Adler, Jr. The Lyons Press, 1992.

Or go to www.hsus.org to find:

Wild Neighbors: The Humane Approach to Living with Wildlife, by The Humane Society of the United States. Fulcrum Publishing, 1997.

Love,  Bootsie

p.s. April 21-29 is National Wildlife Week.  The theme for 2007 is Connect with Nature in Your Neighborhood.  To learn how you and your family can do just that, visit the National Wildlife Federation website.  Download a list of wildlife and natural phenomena to observe in your backyard, neighborhood, community and other special places.  Watch for designated endangered species in their locale, and report back by posting all of your findings at www.nwf.org/nationalwildlifeweek.

