Dear Readers,


The state of a Rhode Island enacted a new “Pet Warranty” law in July which protects people who purchase puppies or dogs in the event the animals are sick, have congenital conditions or die from illness, disease or defects that existed at the time of purchase.  And there are consequences in favor of the purchaser if the seller misrepresents the breed of the animal.


To begin with, the law excludes animals acquired from a public shelter, pound or legal Rhode Island nonprofit organization.  Also excluded are persons selling 20 dogs or 3 litters (whichever is greater) in a single calendar year. Some of the information the sellers must provide to the buyers include:

a) The animal’s date of birth and the breeder’s name and address 

c) the date the seller received the animal 
d) the breed, sex and color of the animal along with any identifying marks at the time of the sale. If the breed is mixed, it must be identified as such 
e)) name and registration numbers of the sire and dam and litter number for dogs sold as registerable 
f) a record for any inoculations and worming treatments including the dates and
g) a record of any diagnosis, treatment or medication received by the animal from a licensed veterinarian.
     A disclosure statement must accompany the sale and be signed by both the seller and purchaser.  It should state that the animal has no know disease or illness, no known congenital or hereditary condition that adversely affect the animal at the time of the sale or in the future or if there is known disease, illnesses or congenital/hereditary conditions the disclosure must state what the animals have. The seller must also disclose if an animal has not had a veterinary exam prior to the sale.

A purchaser is entitled to either  a)return the animal for full refund of the purchase price and reimbursement of reasonable veterinarian fees or b)exchange the animal for one of comparable value of the purchasers choice and receive reasonable veterinary fees or c) retain the animal and receive reimbursement for reasonable veterinarian fees (veterinarian fees may not exceed the original purchase price) if the following conditions occurred:

Within 20 days of purchasing a dog, a veterinarian verifies in writing that the animal is suffering from or has died from an illness, disease or defect that existed on or before the animal was acquired by the purchaser. Or within 2 years of purchase, a veterinarian verifies in writing that the animal possesses or has died from a congenital/hereditary condition affecting the animal’s health or requiring surgery. Sellers must make refunds or reimbursements within ten business days of the receipt of the veterinarian’s statement. 

The purchaser must notify the seller in writing within ten days after the veterinarians’ diagnosis.  The seller may request that a veterinarian of their choice at their expense examine the animal. 

Sellers must also post a notice on their premises advising purchasers of their rights as well as keep written records on the health and disposition of each dog sold for two years.  If you would like further information on this law, it is Rhode Island Law 2007 –H 5177.  






Love, Bootsie

Our Potter Pet University Class this month is on Photographing Your Pet.  Al Tetreault who photographs our Potter Pets will give tips and tricks on how to get the best pet pictures possible.  Please join us on Thursday, October 18th at 6:30 pm at the Middletown Baptist Church at 1818 West Main Road in Middletown (corner of Greene Lane).  Call 846-8276 to pre-register. 


