Dear Friends,

This week was significant in the chronicles of the Potter League.  Large sections of our building were demolished to make way for the construction of an extraordinary new animal care and education center, which will provide home like animal housing and vital program space.   I asked several senior staff members to reflect on the old building and what lies ahead: 

Pearl Gonzalez, Director of Operations, 20 years on staff 

Watching kennel "A" being demolished today was kind of sad. Thinking back to how many dogs that we have housed, how many adoptions we did, how many dogs were returned to their owners, how many volunteers have been in and out of that kennel, all the different staff over the years - some still here and some no longer.  But then I think.......... how the heat has not always worked, how the drains back up, how cold it is in the winter, how hot is in the summer, how wet the runs are when it's humid, how noisy it is, how the paint comes off the walls, how hard it is to keep the cinder block clean etc etc. Out with the old and I'm sure the new building will create it's our new and wonderful memories.  We are all very excited about the New Potter building but dreading the construction part of it, but knowing the outcome - we will make it through this coming year with a smile and a sense of humor.   Pearl

Amy Chamard, Special Projects, returning to the Potter League after a ten year hiatus

Change is good, so they say.  The Potter League has never shied away from change and it was evident today as I watched half of the shelter being torn down.  It is now a pile of broken wood, glass and debris –yes – big changes are coming our way!   When I began working at the shelter in 1987, I shared “the” office with Christie, Pat and Moose.  In 1989, we added on and all of us got our own space (including Moose).  It was so exciting!  The new shelter allowed us to expand our programs and greatly improve the quality of our animal care.  Over the years, we utilized and reutilized every square inch of space.  Years of wear and tear no longer make the building effective or efficient.  Now, we’re leaving on another positive adventure – one that will greatly benefit all the animals that pass through our doors.  Though the old building will be missed, it is just a building after all.  The heart of the shelter is still in its people and mission.  Our new shelter will be fantastic, one that will allow our animals the absolute best environment while they await their new homes.  Yes, change is good.  

Teri MacKinnon, 20 years on staff

A couple of weeks ago, as I walked into the animal shelter to start my evening shift, it occurred to me how tired the beloved old building was looking.  The Potter League has been a big part of my life for 20 years now.  I've been amazed at how this organization has kept ahead of the times as far as animal welfare and service to our community.  And now, with this new facility, we are doing it again.
    
Arriving that night, I said my good-byes to the old shelter and began to get very excited about the new building - the wonderful new spaces for the animals, the educational facilities, the clinic areas, the nature-friendly surroundings.  Thank you, everyone, for helping make this happen.
Pat Heller, Director of Development & Community Outreach, 20 years on staff

As I watched the administrative offices and our Alletta Morris McBean Education Center being demolished on a bright sunny September day today – I remember another bright sunny day 18 years ago almost to the day – on September 11, 1989 when the wing was dedicated. It was an addition to our original shelter build in the 1970’s. We were so excited about the promises these new beginnings held.  And they all came true beyond our wildest dreams.  

The Morris McBean Education Center allowed the Potter League to vastly expand our educational and outreach programs.  Thousands of animals and people have benefited from the various programs offered there from Dog Obedience Classes to Pet Loss Support Meetings to Guinea Pig Play Groups.  With in those walls, we educated staff, animal welfare workers from all over New England, school children, scouts, volunteers, animal lovers, new pet owners and so many more.  Hundreds of people feel in love with their Potter Pets in our one and only multi, multi-purpose room.

Yet this wonderful building that allowed the League to grow to a full service animal welfare agency can no longer contain the myriad of daily activities that our services and programs demand.  It was with great joy and a little sadness that we bid you adieu but to quote Dr. Seuss: 

“Congratulations! Today is our day.  We’re off to Great Places! We’re off and away!……………………. 

Oohhh..! THE PLACES WE’LL GO!”
Christie Smith, Executive Director, 26 years on staff


I knew every inch of this building, which pipes would freeze, how the water would drain in a nor-ester, which doors creaked, which was the quietest spot for a scared dog or cat.  And today with a shutter it came tumbling down.  Only hours before I had taken a last walk through the administrative and education wing and smiled – in a moment of pre-demolition celebration we had left messages on the walls, boldly wrote the names of past staff members and volunteers as a tribute, left wistful homage in our offices. And now 25 years of work was simply a pile of rubble.  It was sad and nostalgic and time for a tear.  

Then I walked across the debris that had been the dog kennels, visualizing favorite animals that had called the Potter League home. There was nothing sad or tearful here. We had cut away the chain link; the cold concrete will vanish.  The new animal housing will be bright and cheery and homey, with ventilation to keep animals healthy, and windows for sunlight and a great view outdoors to keep animals stress free and comfortable, and the most wonderful opportunities for people to find their new best friend.  I know I heard barks and meows. I think it was applause.  








Love,

                                                                                         Bootsie

P.S. Tickets will be available at the door this evening for the Opening Reception of All Creatures Great and Small, an exhibition and sale of animal art at the William Vareika Fine Arts Gallery on 212 Bellevue Avenue in Newport.  The reception and a portion of proceeds from the sales will benefit the Potter League’s capital campaign for the new building. For more information, contact the Gallery at 849-6149

