Dear Readers,


I can’t help but hiss when I hear about the horrors some animals endure for the profit or entertainment of people.  Recently, “professional “ dogfighting has been getting a lot of attention. This involves a ‘contest’ between two dogs who have been bred, conditioned and trained to fight other dogs. Those who own the dogs and run the fights make money on the wagering and entry fees.


It has been estimated that tens of thousand participants wager millions of dollars each year on dog fighting.  Although it is illegal in all 50 states and a felony in 48, this blood sport continues to cause untold misery and suffering for animals. The dogs involved often died from infection, shock, blood loss, dehydration or severe injuries after the fight.  During the fight they suffer from broken bones, severe bruising, and vicious bites.  



And they are not the only animals who die. Dogfighters often stop at nothing to condition their dogs – using cats, rabbits or other dogs as bait.  Dogs who don’t make the grade as a fighter are also killed off – frequently with inhumane methods. 

The dog most commonly used is a "pit bull" which is a term has come to describe several similar breeds of dog including American Staffordshire terriers, American bulldog and American Pit Bull Terrier.  These breeds trace their origins to a large breed of bulldog (80 to 100 pounds) that was used to bait bulls in England in the 1800's.  Bull baiting involved tying up a bull on a long lead while a crowd of spectators prodded the bull with sticks to get it angry and excited.  Two or three dogs were released to attack the bull.  Prizes were awarded to the dogs who showed the greatest gameness, enthusiasm, endurance and tenacity.  

In 1835 bull baiting was outlawed in England.  Dogfighting took its place, especially in the coal mining areas.  Fights were conducted in hastily built pits near the mines.  As it become more popular, fighters began to breed smaller and faster dogs.  They mixed the bulldog with smaller breeds, especially the fox terrier and Manchester terrier.  The dogs were called bull and terrier dogs, pit dogs and pit bull terrier.

Today, dogfighters select dogs for their gameness.  A game dog is one who is ready, willing and will stop at nothing to fight.  While today's pit bull dog has changed in size and temperament, there have also been changes in the dogfighters.  There are basically three types of people of who fight dogs.  

· The serious or professional dogfighter engages in dogfighting on a national and sometimes international level.  High stakes gambling is involved.  These dogfighters are very selective about breeding fighting dogs and demand high stud fees.  They also are very vigorous about training the dogs.  Treadmills are used to condition and increase the dog's endurance and steroids are also used to boost the animal's strength.  The dog's existence is a sad one, from chain to treadmill to pit to death.  Professional fights are associated with organized crime and held under very secretive conditions with strict rules.  They matches can actually have a circuit –taking place all over the country. 

· The Hobbyists is more likely to be group of individuals who are connected by location.  They are more interested in the gambling and less interested in the breeding, selection and training.  They often purchase dogs through the newspaper and don't put a lot of work into the conditioning.  Their intention is to make a few extra dollars by fighting their dogs.

· Streetfighters are the fastest growing group of dogfighters.  There are usually juveniles and are often gang members.  Fighting is usually impromptu and is done for status - a "my dog's meaner than your dog" kind of thing.  The level of care provided these animals is minimal.  According experts at the Humane Society of the United States, Streetfighters engage in more physical abuse.  The animals may have been hit, stabbed or poked with a fork, even burned, all in an effort to make them mean.  These dogs are very disposable to streetfighters and are often left in alleys or dumpster when the don't perform.


So what can you do as a community to put an end to this evil practice?  

· Be on the lookout for any suspected dogfighting activity in your community.  But don't confront the participants - instead contact the police department immediately.

· Report any instances of cruelty, neglect or abandonment to the animal control officer in your police department.  

· Send letters to prosecutors and judges expressing the need for strict punishment when offenders are apprehended – not just the dog owners but who attend these events.

· Pass the word.  Let others know that dogfighting is an unacceptable activity in our community.  Talk to children and young people about how inhumane this activity is.  

· For more information or action steps, visit www.hsus.org
Love, Bootsie

P.S.  We have over 60 cats and kittens who are spayed or neutered available for adoption.  Visit soon.

