Dear Bootsie,


I truly love my cat but worry about how I would provide for her medical expenses if she ever became seriously ill.  Do you have any suggestions about being prepared?








An Old Scout


Dear Old Scout,

Veterinary medicine has made enormous strides over the last several years. But many of these advances come with a hefty price tag.  Over the past 30 years, veterinary expenses have increased at the rate of 6.6% a year according to the Your Dog newsletter.  Unexpected illnesses or accidents can be a financial nightmare for many owners.  And often, there is nowhere to turn.  How can you prepare for the worst-case scenario?

· Begin by starting your own “pet emergency” account.  Set aside some savings whenever you can to help cover those bills.  Keep in mind, that the bills are more likely to mount as your pets age, so save something for their golden years now.  

· In the event of an unexpected expense, talk to the veterinarian about setting up a payment schedule on either a weekly or monthly basis.  It is usually best to discuss this directly with the veterinarians.  Don’t expect a veterinary practice to offer this arrangement if you are not a current client.  This a good reason to establish a relationship by having annual exams for your pets.

· Take a look at pet insurance.  Currently, only 3% of pet owners in the US now carry insurance but that may begin to change as more competitors join this field. Among the companies now selling insurance are AKC PetHealth Care, Petsbest, PetCare, Petshealth Care Plan and Veterinary Pet Insurance.

· Owners of purebred dogs or cats should check with the National Club or organization for that specific breed.  Some groups have funds for financial assistance for vet bills.  Since certain breeds of dogs and cats have greater potential for health related problems, it may be wise to do some homework before acquiring a new pet if finances are a concern.  

· Use your credit card for payment. The potential for high veterinary bills is a good reason to not max out credit cards.  Try to always leave room for emergency contingencies.

· Talk to a banker - a loan or borrowing against an asset like a home or an insurance policy may be an option   Try to be realistic about your own financial limitations before putting yourself in debt.  You may want to talk to a financial advisor.

· Consider other possibilities: a salary advance from an employer, a loan from family or friends, or a part time or temporary job. 

· The Animal House Calls program at The Potter League has a limited amount of funding to provide assistance to elderly and low-income pet owners in emergency situations.  Please contact Byron at 846-8276 for further information.  Because of the financial constraints, The Potter League is not able to provide payment for other pet owners who incur veterinary expenses.  

It is very important to discuss various treatment options with your veterinarian.  Let him or her know about financial limitations.  It is difficult to be placed in a situation where expensive treatment may cause financial hardship but try to remain realistic about what is affordable.  There are so many more treatment options now, don’t be hard on yourself if some are out of your reach.   In some cases, the risk of losing a pet because of the severity of illness or injury may be great even after expensive treatment.  

Of course, prevention is the best medicine.  Spaying and neutering will reduce the risk of certain diseases and the desire to roam, which could result in injury.  Contact the Potter League about low cost spay/neuter programs.  Keeping your dog or cat properly vaccinated will also eliminate the likelihood of certain illnesses.  Confining cats and dogs indoors greatly enhances their overall health and reduces exposure to illness and injury.  







Love, Bootsie

P.S.  Join us on Wednesday evening, January 17 for a Potter Pet U Presentation on Coyotes by Numi Mitchell.  This free presentation begins at 6:30 at the shelter.  Pre-registration is appreciated, call 846-8276.

