Dear Friends,

Sixty-nine million households in the United States claim at least one pet of some sort as part of their family.  Included in this statistic are 90 million cats and 62 million dogs, nationwide.  Thirty-eight percent of all households in the U.S. have a cat and half of those are multi-cat homes.


Last October, a study was presented in Toronto, at the Hill’s ™ Global Symposium on Feline Care.  It revealed some troubling information regarding felines and the lack of veterinary care they typically receive.  In 2005, according to the study, 35% of the owned cats in the U.S. were never brought to a veterinarian at all, neither for a wellness exam or to have their vaccinations updated.  Recognition of the necessity for dental care was even less.  Thirty-four percent of caregivers had considered dental care for their cats, but only 6% ever followed through with it.  In general, it was discovered that cats are taken to the veterinarian only half as often as dogs for preventative care.

Patricia Olson, DVM, PhD and President/CEO of the Morris Animal Foundation states, “Despite the cat’s rising popularity…cats go to the veterinarian less frequently than dogs, (and) less money is spent on health care for cats…”

The Hill’s study revealed several reasons for this discrepancy, including the easy availability of cats, a lack of knowledge about their care and general die-hard attitudes about felines as pets.

As free “give-away animals,” cats have always been more plentiful than dogs.  Seventy-seven percent of pet cats are acquired from friends, relatives or are found as strays.  Only 15% of cats are adopted from shelters and another 8% are purchased from breeders or pet stores.  When little thought, time or effort is put into the acquisition of a pet; little value is placed upon it.  A free pet is looked upon as being more expendable, more replaceable and easier to relinquish than a pet that comes with a price and an adoption agreement.  Because most cats are perceived as being less valuable than dogs, their veterinary care is less consistent than what is given to dogs. 

A free pet also very rarely comes with any instruction regarding behavior, nutritional needs or necessary veterinary care.  And often, although a person seeking a free pet will give that animal all the love he has, he may be unable to afford yearly veterinary visits, let alone any emergency medical treatments.

Attitudes toward cats also apparently play a large role in the medical care they are given.  In homes with both cats and dogs, the canines are often considered more fun to be with and more a part of the family than the cat.  Because more time is spent one-on-one with the dog, the cat is a lower priority.  There is also a surprising prevalence of ideas such as “cats don’t get sick” and “cats can take care of themselves.”  Unfortunately, this lack of knowledge and awareness equals less veterinary care for the cats.

A couple of unexpected barriers to veterinary care also came to light during the study: One third of cat owners mentioned problems actually getting their pet to the veterinary office – the inability to catch the animal or to get him into a carrier or the car.  Of cats that were prescribed medications, three out of ten owners had difficulties giving pills or a liquid medicine to their cat.

Of course, we at the Potter League are always working to dispel crazy myths and to spread great information on pet care.  To that end, Dr. Deb Harris, of Kitty Corner Cat Clinic, will be our guest speaker at the Potter Pet University presentation on Wednesday, March 21st.   Join us from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. for “The Whole Kitten Kaboodle.”  Learn everything needed to have a happy, healthy cat.  Dr. Harris will address all questions and concerns and we will all be learning something new about cats.  There is no charge for this program, but please register by calling us at 846-8276.   See you there!

Love,  Bootsie

