Dear Friends,


My favorite time of the year is here, American Humane’s Be Kind to Animals Week starts tomorrow!  This celebration is held from May 6th to12th this year and is the oldest event in the nation to celebrate the companionship, friendship and love that animals bring to people’s lives.

Animals are an important part of your lives. We share your homes, yards, parks, farms and open spaces. For the 93rd consecutive year, American Humane’s Be Kind to Animals Week® promotes kindness to all animals and encourages adults and children to seek out ways to be kind to animals – not only this week but every day of the year.

“Be Kind to Animals Week represents a worthwhile tradition of celebrating and respecting animals,” says M. Christie Smith, Executive Director of the Potter League. “This week is a time to reflect on the happiness these companions give us. Visit the cats, dogs, rabbits, birds and ferrets at our shelter and help us make this occasion a success.”

“Throughout the years, people have observed this special week by working to help animals,” says Marie Wheatley, president and CEO of the American Humane Association. “This week especially, make a point of recognizing those who embody kindness through action.”

In honor of Be Kind to Animals Week, The Potter League wants all families to spend more time appreciating their companion animals. Here are a few kind things to do for your own best furry friends this week:

· If you haven’t already done so – Spay or Neuter your pets including your rabbits.

· Make sure your pets are update on their vaccinations, heartworms tests and have a good supply of flea and tick preventatives.

· Make sure your dog and cat is wearing a collar with updated information on their tags

· Sign your dog up for a Potter League obedience or agility course.

· Buy your pet a new toy this week.

· Spend some extra time doing your pets’ favorite things – taking long walks or just cuddling.

· Register to bring your dog to the Heart & Sole Walk for the Animals on June 3rd or take a photo of your cat to enter in the Cat Photo Contest at the Walk. 

In addition, here are a few suggestions for ways to show kindness to the animals that don’t live in your house:

• Encourage family and friends to spay or neuter their pets.

• Learn about local wildlife, plant a butterfly garden or buy a birdfeeder.

• Report animal abuse or neglect to your local animal control department.

• Volunteer at your local animal shelter.  The Potter League is in need of foster care families     for the many mothers cats with litters of kittens who are arriving at our doorstep daily.  Contact Joyce Barton, our volunteer co-coordinator for more information.

• Speak out on the importance of respecting animals and being kind to animals


Be kind to Animals Week is the perfect time to add a new pet to your family.  We have over 35 wonderful animals would make great companions available for adoption.  Our expert staff will be happy to help you find the right dog, cat, or small animal for your lifestyle. The Potter League is a great place to begin your Be Kind to Animals Celebration.  






Love, Bootsie

P.S.  This month’s Potter Pet University has a new day and location.  Our presentation is on Thursday, May 17th at the Middletown Baptist Church on 1818 West Main Road in Middletown.  We will present an exclusive showing of “Prison Pups” an award-winning documentary on how prisoners are training service dogs for disabled veterans returning from Iraq.  The program begins at 6:30, for more information call 846-8276.

